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ORIGIN EB-11 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-16 EUR-25 ADP-00 CAB-09 CIAE-00 COME-OO 
DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 FAA-00 L-03 SS-15 NSC-10 
/101 R 

DRAFTED BY EB/AN:RCPARR:DAP 
7/18/73 EXT. 22191 
APPROVED BY EB/AN:WBCOBB 
ARA/CAR MR. WAUCOPE 
CAB - MR. BROWN 

120087 

R 181845Z IUL 73 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY NASSAU 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 140804 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, BF 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR - PROSPECTS FOR IAB 

1. CAB HAS THIRD-HAND REPORT THAT GOBI HAS DIRECTED INTER- 
NATIONAL AIR BAHAMAS (IAB) TO CEASE OPERATIONS IN NEAR 
FUTURE, POSSIBLY AS EARLY AS JULY 20. 

2. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO TAKE SOUNDINGS WITH GOBI, IF AP- 
PROPRIATE, AND IN ANY EVENT TO COMMENT ON PROSPECTS FOR CON- 
TINUED IAB OPERATIONS NASSAU-LUXEMBOURG. 

3. FYI: AS EMBASSY IS AWARE, OUR MAIN CONCERN IN NASSAU 
CIV AIR MARKET IS CONTINUED POTENTIAL OF IAB TO MOUNT 'SIXTH 
FREEDOM" OPERATION U.S.-NASSAU-LUXEMBOURG. THIS SERV- 
ICE IN 1972 SIPHONED OFF ABOUT 75,00 U.S. ORIGINATING PAS- 
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SENGERS, AT FARES TOTALLING 13 MILLION DOLLARS, WHO MIGHT 
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OTHERWISE HAVE CROSSED ATLANTIC VIA U.S. AIRLINES. THERE- 
FORE, ANY GOBI INTENTION TO CURTAIL IAB SERVICE COULD BE EX- 
PECTED TO HAVE GREAT WEIGHT IN U.S. -GOBI CIV AIR RELATION 
SHIP. END FYI. RUSH 
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